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2014 Adult Book Club
January 7th
Things Fall Apart
By: Chinua Achebe
Things Fall Apart tells two intertwining stories, both centering on Okonkwo, a
“strong man” of an Ibo village in Nigeria. The first, a powerful fable of the
immemorial conflict between the individual and society, traces Okonkwos fall from
grace with the tribal world. The second, as modern as the first is ancient, concerns
the clash of cultures and the destruction of Okonkwo's world with the arrival of
aggressive European missionaries. These perfectly harmonized twin dramas are
informed by an awareness capable of encompassing at once the life of nature,
human history, and the mysterious compulsions of the soul. -Powell’s Books

February 4th
My Year with Eleanor
By: Noelle Hancock
In the tradition of My Year Living Biblically and Eat Pray Love comes My Year with
Eleanor, Noelle Hancocks hilarious tale of her decision to head the advice of First
Lady Eleanor Roosevelt and do one thing a day that scares her in the year before
her 30th birthday. -Powell’s Books

March 4th

We Were the Mulvaneys
By: Joyce Carol Oates
The Mulvaneys of High Point Farm in Mt. Ephraim, New York, are a large and
fortunate clan, blessed with good looks, abundant charisma, and boundless
promise. But over the twenty-five year span of this ambitious novel, the Mulvaneys
will slide, almost imperceptibly at first, from the pinnacle of happiness, transformed
by the vagaries of fate into a scattered collection of lost and lonely souls. It is the
youngest son, Judd, now an adult, who attempts to piece together the fragments of
the Mulvaneys' former glory, seeking to uncover and understand the secret violation
that occasioned the family's tragic downfall. Each of the Mulvaneys endures some
form of exile--physical or spiritual--but in the end they find a way to bridge the
chasms that have opened up among them, reuniting in the spirit of love and healing. Profoundly cathartic,
Oates' acclaimed novel unfolds as if, in the darkness of the human spirit, she has come upon a source of
light at its core. Rarely has a writer made such a startling and inspiring statement about the value of hope
and compassion. -Powell’s Books

April 8th
Just What Kind of Mother Are You?
By: Paula Daly
Lisa Kallisto—overwhelmed working mother—is the not-so-perfect model of the
modern woman. She holds down a busy job running an animal shelter, she cares for
three demanding children, and she worries that her marriage isn’t getting enough
attention. During an impossibly hectic week, Lisa takes her eye off the ball for a
moment and her world descends into a living nightmare. Not only is her best friend’s
thirteen-year-old daughter missing, but it’s Lisa’s fault. To make matters worse,
Lucinda is the second teenage girl to disappear within the past two weeks. The first
one turned up stripped bare and abandoned on the main street after a horrible
ordeal. Wracked with guilt over her mistake, and after having been publicly blamed by Lucinda’s family,
Lisa sets out to right the wrong. As she begins digging under the surface, Lisa learns that everything is
not quite what it first appears to be. -Barnes and Noble
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The Professor and the Madman
By: Simon Winchester
Hailed by the New Your Times as “a fascinating, spicy, learned tale,” this
runaway national bestseller takes an extraordinary look into madness, and the
making of the Oxford English Dictionary. -Powell’s Books

June 3rd

Once Upon a Town: The Miracle of the North Platte Canteen
By: Bob Greene
Every day of the year, every day of the war, the Canteen—staffed and funded
entirely by local volunteers—was open from five a.m. until the last troop train of
the day pulled away after midnight. Astonishingly, this remote plains community
of only 12,000 people provided welcoming words, friendship, and baskets of
food and treats to more than six million GIs by the time the war ended.
In this poignant and heartwarming eyewitness history, based on interviews with
North Platte residents and the soldiers who once passed through, Bob Greene
tells a classic, lost-in-the-mists-of-time American story of a grateful country honoring its brave and
dedicated sons. -Powell’s Books

July 8th

The Girls of Atomic City
By: Denise Kiernan
At the height of World War II, Oak Ridge, TN, was home of 75,000 residents,
consuming more electricity than New York City. But to most of the world, the
town did not exist. Thousands of civilians—many of them young women from
small towns across the South—were recruited to this secret city, enticed by solid
wages and the promise of war-ending work. Kept very much in the dark, few
would ever guess the true nature of the tasks they performed each day in the
hulking factories in the middle of the Appalachian Mountains. This is, until the
end of the war—When Oak Ridge’s secret was revealed. -Powell’s Books

August 5th
The Light Between Oceans
By: M.L. Stedman
After four harrowing years on the Western Front, Tom Sherbourne returns to
Australia and takes a job as the lighthouse keeper on Janus Rock, nearly half a days
journey from the coast. To this isolated island, where the supply boat comes once a
season, Tom brings a young, bold, and loving wife, Isabel. Years later, after two
miscarriages and one still birth, the grieving Isabel hears a baby’s cries on the wind.
A boat has washed up on shore carrying a dead man and a living baby. Tom, who
keeps meticulous records and whose moral principles have withstood a horrific war,
wants to report the man and infant immediately. But Isabel insists the baby is a “gift
from God,” and against Tom’s judgment, they claim her as their own and name her Lucy. When she is two,
Tom and Isabel return to the mainland and are reminded that there are other people in the world. Their
choice has devastateded one of them. -Powell’s Books

September 9th
Women of the Silk
By: Gail Tsukiyama
In Women of the Silk, Gail Tsukiyama takes her readers back to rural China in
1926, where a group of women forge a sisterhood amidst the reeling
machines that reverberate and clamor in a vast silk factory from dawn to dusk.
Leading the first strike the village has ever seen, the young women use the
strength of their ambition, dreams, and friendship to achieve the freedom they
could never have hoped for on their own. Tsukiyama’s graceful prose weaves
the details of “the silk work” and Chinese village life into a story of courage
and strength. -Amazon

October 7th

Widower’s Tale
By: Julia Glass
Seventy-year-old Percy Darling is settling happily into retirement: reading
novels, watching old movies, and swimming naked in his pond. But his
routines are disrupted when he is persuaded to let a locally beloved preschool
take over his barn. As Percy sees his rural refuge overrun by children,
parents, and teachers, he must reexamine the solitary life he has made in the
three decades since the sudden death of his wife. With equal parts affection
and humor, Julia Glass spins a captivating tale about a man who can no
longer remain aloof from his community, his two grown daughters, or—to his
great shock—the precarious joy of falling in love. -Powell’s Books

November 4th
Jamaica Inn
By: Daphne du Maurier
The coachman tried to warn her away from the ruined, forbidding place on the
rainswept Cornish coast. But young Mary Yellan chose instead to honor her
mother’s dying request that she join her frightened Aunt Patience and huge,
hulking Uncle Joss Merlyn at Jamaica Inn. From her first glimpse on that raw
November eve, she could sense the inn’s dark power. But never did Mary dream
that she would become hopelessly ensnared in the vile, villainous schemes
being hatched within its crumbling walls—or that a handsome, mysterious
stranger would so incite her passions ... tempting her to love a man whom she
dares not trust. -Amazon

December 4th
The Homemaker
By: Dorothy Canfield-Fisher
Although this novel first appeared in 1924, it deals in an amazingly
contemporary manner with the problems of a family in which both husband and
wife are oppressed and frustrated by the roles they are expected to play.
Evangeline Knapp is the perfect, compulsive housekeeper, while her husband,
Lester, is a poet and a dreamer. Suddenly, through a nearly fatal accident,
their roles are reversed: Lester is confined to home in a wheelchair and his wife
must work to support the family. The changes that take place between
husband and wife and particularly between parents and children are both
fascinating and poignant. -Goodreads
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